
 

 

 

Week 1, 2024                                      30 April, 2024 

APPROACHING CALENDAR EVENTS 
This Week      
3 May  Whole School Assembly – 2:15pm to 3:00pm in School Hall 

Class items by Lithgow and Dorrigo 
Week 2     
7 May Mother’s Day Stall - $5.00 per gift (limit of 2 gifts per child) 
Week 3    
14 May P & C Meeting – 6:30pm in the School Staffroom 
17 May Zone Cross Country – Ambarvale Sports Complex 

Whole School Assembly – 2:15pm to 3:00pm in School Hall 
Class items by Parkes and Huskisson 

Week 4    
20 May Online Applications for Year 5 Opportunity Class Placement closes 
24 May PSSA Gala Day – more information to follow shortly 
Week 4    
27-31 May Reconciliation Week 
31 May Whole School Assembly – 2:15pm to 3:00pm in School Hall 

Class items by Silverton and Kiandra 
                          
                         Follow Appin Public School on Facebook for regular updates. 
 
Principal’s Message 

 
Welcome back to all students, staff and parents! I hope that everyone had a wonderful 
holiday and enjoyed the break from school routines. I would like to extend a special 
welcome to our new families who have joined the APS community this term. We hope 
you enjoy being a part of our wonderful school! 
 
Term 2 Events 
Traditionally, Term 2 is always a very busy term with lots of activities planned. We have the 
Mother’s Day Stall, Zone and Regional Cross Country, Public Speaking Competition, 
Premier’s Debating Challenge, P&C Meetings, PSSA Gala Days, NAIDOC Week 
Celebrations, School Reports, and excursions, just to name a few!  So that you can prepare 
for our upcoming events, please ensure you keep up to date via the weekly Newsletter, 
the Appin Public School Facebook page and our Community Calendar which is now 
available for each family via School Bytes. 
 
Staffing Update 
During the school holidays, Mr Darcy Crane welcomed a lovely addition to his family – 
Theodore, a beautiful baby boy.  Mr Kelsey Bax will be teaching Cootamundra for the first 
6 weeks of this term. 
 
 



 

 

School Development Day 
Yesterday, our teachers at Appin Public School engaged in professional learning which 
was centred around curriculum implementation and explicit teaching. Explicit teaching is 
about making sure our students know what is being taught, why they're learning it, how 
it connects to what they already know and then to check for understanding. Learners 
build foundations through bite-sized chunks, before making room for the next piece of 
information. It's a tried and tested method that helps all learners lift and reach their 
potential. It was great to see teachers working together to share practice, focusing on the 
powerful work they do every day to improve the learning outcomes of the children and 
young people in their care. 

Attendance 
Education for your child is important and regular attendance at school is essential for 
your child to achieve their educational best and increase their career and life options. 
NSW public schools work in partnership with parents to encourage and support regular 
attendance of children and young people.  When your child attends school every day, 
learning becomes easier and your child will build and maintain friendships with other 
children.  You can help build positive attendance habits by:  

• helping your child learn the importance of punctuality and routine 
• making sure your child arrives on time from the start of the school day 
• contacting the school to explain any absences (within 7 days of the first day of any 

absence)  
• making sure any holidays or medical appointments are taken outside school hours 
• working with the school to encourage and support regular attendance.  

2024-2027 Strategic Improvement Plan 
We have developed our new Strategic Improvement Plan (SIP) in consultation with our 
community, identifying student outcomes and connected to a budget.  The School 
Excellence Framework (SEF) underpins our school planning and reporting approach. The 
framework provides a clear description of the key elements of high-quality practice across 
learning, teaching and leading.  The SIP is a working document that details the steps our 
school will take to improve learning outcomes, and the achievement and growth of all 
students.  To ensure continuous improvement, the SIP reflects where our school is at and 
how it will further improve learning, teaching and leading.  It demonstrates our alignment 
and our commitment to excellence as part of public education in NSW to ensure a 
profound difference to the ongoing growth and development of our students.  The new 
SIP can be viewed via our school website. 
 
Mrs Belinda Partridge – Relieving Principal 
 

Mothers’ Day Stall 
Thanks to our wonderful P & C, this annual opportunity for 
students to purchase a gift at school for their mum or 
grandmothers will take place next Tuesday, 7 May 2024.  
Students are asked to bring $5.00 per gift on the day.  
Please note that we are limiting the amount of gifts to 2 
gifts per child.  If there are left over presents, there will be 
an opportunity later in the week for students to purchase 
more gifts.  For younger students in K-2, it is a good idea to 
place your child’s money in a plastic lock-seal bag that is 
clearly labelled with their name and class.  
 

 



 

 

Stewart House  
Thank you to everyone who sent in envelopes for Stewart House last term.  We raised 
$135.00 which goes towards supporting the 1,600 children who attend Stewart House 
each year from public schools across NSW and ACT.  The chance of winning $4,000 
holiday/gift voucher will be drawn at 12:00pm on Friday, 24 May, 2024. 
 
PSSA Gala Days 
As you are aware, Appin Public School is participating in Winter Gala Days in 2024, in 
Terms 2 & 3.  The dates are as follows:  24 May, 21 June, 16 August & 13 September, 2024.  
An alternate date may be arranged in the event of wet weather.  Our first PSSA Gala Day 
for winter will be held on Friday, 24 May.  Please be on the lookout for the online PSSA 
note to be emailed shortly and we ask you respond immediately through the link in 
the email.  Thank you. 
 
Attention:  Year 4 Parents 
Applications for Year 5 Opportunity Class Placement in 2025 open 4 April and close 20 
May 2024.  Opportunity classes are an important way for us to support high-potential and 
gifted students. It's important we let parents and carers know they need to apply for Year 
5 opportunity class placement while their children are in Year 4. The tests will be held in 
designated government high school test centres or other facilities. For more information 
on what to share with parents and carers, refer to Information and actions for principals of 
primary schools (PDF 279 KB). 
Key dates 

• Thursday 4 April to Monday 20 May 2024 – Applications open for Year 5 entry to 
opportunity classes in 2025. The application link will be published via Application 
process on 4 April. 

• Wednesday 22 May to Friday 7 June 2024 – After applications close, principals 
with students with specific reasonable adjustments will be asked to provide 
additional information about applicants online via the Selective High School and 
Opportunity class schools system (SHS and OC schools’ site). School assessment 
scores are not required. 

• Thursday 1 August 2024 – Candidates sit the Opportunity Class Placement Test. 

Download School Bytes Parent App 
Appin Public School uses the School Bytes 
Parent App.  All parents are requested to 
download the School Bytes Parent App to 
make and view payments and receipts, and to 
complete and return permission notes.  The 
App makes it easier to use School Bytes for your 
mobile devices.  School Bytes provides a parent 
portal to help your school communicate with 
you.  Our school uses the parent portal for 
various things, including online permission 
notes, attendance, and payments, which can be 
accessed via a secure link. The School Bytes 
parent portal enables you to view all your 
children in one portal and process payments for 
multiple siblings in one transaction.  All fees can 
be paid off in instalments, by adjusting the 
amount you wish to pay at the time.  
Please assist us by downloading the App and 
using this system to make payments and return 
notes.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca150209604779dae3ec415b4631bb56dcd4420e5a88dd45209c9c2ff39a8aea55f9c52954e8e3757b20873affd5df1bb137&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097826971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FrJIEGK48TEqJR7C4HtS5FkAMHMLyYuyewmuCACg8I0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca150209604779dae3ec415b4631bb56dcd4420e5a88dd45209c9c2ff39a8aea55f9c52954e8e3757b20873affd5df1bb137&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097826971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FrJIEGK48TEqJR7C4HtS5FkAMHMLyYuyewmuCACg8I0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca152cb3d115cfd7a700693a62ae67db32ac4baa873dbb94b6f82571afbf1bafe0e0cc93ab5b33dc5abcada519891bdb3538&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097837440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VGwgbpMiGB4KP9Frp5UneL8%2FcM2jS2HKJWOmBlhVRXI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca152cb3d115cfd7a700693a62ae67db32ac4baa873dbb94b6f82571afbf1bafe0e0cc93ab5b33dc5abcada519891bdb3538&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097837440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VGwgbpMiGB4KP9Frp5UneL8%2FcM2jS2HKJWOmBlhVRXI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca15492e670bb9f217538646a76d103c04a9404a8e90fd9893ed6ebb764d67390e9fd8c24ea2398d2fa1d9fdb5ed874ddf43&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097844581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lf2CUbG2vbu0xlWC0Kqes3MsK7Ffkb3DXaLmUK5dFU4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s12.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D2897e4bd2c1eca15492e670bb9f217538646a76d103c04a9404a8e90fd9893ed6ebb764d67390e9fd8c24ea2398d2fa1d9fdb5ed874ddf43&data=05%7C02%7CSALLY.REYNOLDS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C7025eda48eaa44843b2808dc4ea67908%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638471724097844581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lf2CUbG2vbu0xlWC0Kqes3MsK7Ffkb3DXaLmUK5dFU4%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Newsletters 
Our latest newsletter is emailed every Tuesday via the School Bytes app.  You can also 
view the current newsletter and any previous newsletters on our school website.  Just 
google Appin Public School, go to the website and click on the newsletters tab or click on 
this link  http://appin-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html 
 
Updating School 
It is very important that we have up to date and correct contact details for our students. If 
you have a new home address, mobile phone number or email address, please contact 
our school office to update these details as soon as possible. 
 
P & C Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop is open every Monday, from 8:30am to 9:30am The Uniform Shop has 
Eftpos available for payments, as well as cash.  Online order form at 
https://form.jotform/212808469354867 - or scan the QR Code. 
Orders will be filled when the shop is open on Monday mornings and left 
at office for pickup, or given to child if paid by credit card.  Full cash 
payment must accompany orders left at the office, or pay cash on pickup 
of online order.  Prices subject to change, depending upon suppliers.  
 

Please come and claim any items from our Lost Property Tub, located 
in the office.  Just a reminder to make sure that all articles of clothing 
are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  Parents are also asked to 
check their child’s hat and jumper to make sure they have not taken 
home someone else’s by mistake.  Please return any items that are not 
your own to the office. Thank you. 
 

 
Canteen Online Ordering 
Mel’s Lunchbox have introduced online lunch 
orders with Spriggy Schools Online Ordering 
App.  If you have any questions, or suggestions, 
please contact Mel on  
Mb:  0456 815160.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://appin-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html
https://form.jotform/212808469354867


 

 

Aussie of the Month 
An AUSSIE of the MONTH is someone who: 
*  Consistently obeys the school rules; 
*  Is helpful to students and teachers; 
*  Is caring to other class and school members; 
*  Is a good friend; 
*  Always gives of their best and tries hard to 
    improve; 
* Displays a wonderful attitude to school. 
The ‘Aussie of the Month’ for March were:                   Infants - Alessio        Primary - Tom    

 
Students of the Week – Term 1 Week 10 
 
Lithgow – Noah 

Parkes – Charlie  

Silverton – Olivia 

Dubbo – Theodore 

Cootamundra – Jackson 

Eden – Boston 

Mudgee – Jett 

Huskisson – Kaiyan 

Kiandra – Chloe  

Orange – Koby 

Dorrigo – Lilly 

Scone – Shane  

Hay – Thomas 

Millthorpe – Maddison 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Grounds Improvement 
During the school holidays, the Future Appin Team and Walker Corporation improved our 
school grounds through a Community Team Working Bee. This involved: 

• High pressure cleaning of hard surfaces 
• General grounds tidy and rubbish/green waste removal 
• Weeding and some gutter clearing 
• Installation of a Yarning Circle 

We really appreciate their time and effort in coordinating these school improvements 
during the holiday period. 

 

            

Appin Massacre Memorial Ceremony  
On Sunday, 14 April some of our students, and Ms Paxton, represented Appin Public School 
by attending the Appin Massacre Memorial Ceremony.  It is an annual event hosted by the 
Winga Myamly Reconciliation Group in honour of the Dharawal People who perished in 
the massacre of 1816. The Appin Massacre was a tragedy of Australia’s frontier wars, and 
remembering this every year is an important part of healing and reconciliation. The 
Memorial Ceremony is held at Cataract Dam Picnic Area each year on the Sunday nearest 
to the actual massacre date of April 17th.  

  

                                   

Appin Anzac Day Service  
Our school's Ministers proudly represented us at the Appin Anzac Day Service on Thursday, 
April 25th. They shared valuable information about past wars with the public and 
communicated effectively.  
  



 

 
 


